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John Cage's three-movement piece 4′33″ 

premiered, given by David Tudor on 

August 29, 1952, at Woodstock, New York. 

August Krey publishes History and the Social Web
After computing pioneer Vannevar Bush outlined the idea of hyperlinked pages in 1945, Ted Nelson founded the

hypertext project Xanadu in 1960.

Alan Kaprow's happening "calling" in Grand Central Station in NYC

Alan Kaprow writes Notes on the Elimination of the Audience

Umberto Eco publishes The Poetics of the Open Work Goffman, Erving publishes Behavior in Public Places

Licklider writes The Computer as a Communication Device

Roland Barthes publishes Death of the Author

ARPANET is established between four nodes

1970s — Electronic Information Exchange System (EIES)

Ray Tomlinson invents email program

Founded by Michael Hart, Project Gutenberg (PG) is the oldest digital library

built on volunteer efforts to digitize, archive, and distribute cultural works. 

Doug Brown writes the Talkomatic group chat program for the PLATO system

Robert Parnes writes the computer conferencing system CONFER for the Michigan Terminal System

Steve Walker creates the first ARPANET mailing list, MsgGroup

Peter and Trudy Johnson-Lenz coining the term 'groupware.' Other terms

included Doug Engelbart's "co-evolving human-tool system."

Tom Truscott and Jim Ellis create USENET newsgroups

Barry Wellman writes about non-local community as "community liberated" 

1980 Tim Berners-Lee works as independent researcher at CERN (Organisation

EuropÈenne pour la Recherche NuclÈaire) and proposes a project based on the concept of 

hypertext that would facilitate the sharing and updating of information among researchers.

Computer-Supported Collaborative Work (CSCW) used for a 

workshop in 1984, followed by the first CSCW conference in 1986

Birth of the Fido network of Bulletin Board Systems (BBSes)

Whole Earth 'Lectronic Link (WELL) community gets started

"Les Immateriaux” : Francois  Lyotard and Thierry Chaput

invite 30 artists to collaborately respond to 50 words that

are provided to them.

LucasFilm's Habitat, an early and technologically influential online role-playing game, launched 

Robert Johansen publishes book Groupware: Computer Support for Business Teams (term 'groupware' hits mainstream

 Jarkko Oikarinen creates Internet Relay Chat (IRC)

LiveJournal hits 2 million accounts

Many-to-Many

1989 Tim Berners-Lee conceptualized the World Wide Web by linking the idea

of hypertext with the TCP and DNS ideas. Since then, the unifying interface

of the World Wide Web made it considerably easier for people to form groups 

on the Internet. 

Launch of LambdaMOO, an online community  (MOO)

The term "social software" is used in expert groups mainly 

Benedict Anderson publishes the book 

Imagined Communities

Howard Rheingold: The Virtual Community

Ward Cunningham's wikiwikiweb launches

Marc Andreessen

announces the Mosaic 

web browser

On January 15, 1994, De Digitale Stad ("The Digital City"), a joint venture by 

De Balie and XS4ALL, was launched as a free, publicly accessible system with

the objective to bring politics and citizens together in an online community.

Douglas Davis' The World's First Collborative Sentence

Classmates.com, Amina

Match.com

Nettime mailing 

list launched

Craigslist

eBay launches

Amazon.com launches. It allows users to write reviews 

and consumer guides, a form of self-publishing.

The Thing launched in New York, Berlin, Vienna, Switzerland and the Netherlands.

Armand Mattelart publishes his book The Invention of Communication.

itList.com launches, the first shared online bookmarking system

Brewster Kahle launches The Internet Archive

Manuel Castells publishes the first volume of the trilogy "The Information Age"

ICQ (instant messaging computer program) released

AsianAvenue.com, Bolt2, Yahoo! Personals

Pierre Levy's book Collective Intelligence is first published

Important social search tool renamed: Librarians' Index to the Internet

 Eric S. Raymond present his essay The Cathedral and the Bazaar

(abbreviated CatB) at the Linux Kongress on May 27, 1997. It published 

as part of a book of the same name in 1999. 

Rob Malda's Slashdot launches the first weblog allowing readers to comments

Jorn Barger coins the term "Weblog"

 Ecademy, Evite, and Sulekha

DMOZ, the open directory project, is founded under the name GnuHoo

Nicolas Bourriaud publishes

Relational Aesthetics

BlackPlanet.com, LiveJournal, Tickle, Tribe.net, Xanga

WWW founder Tim Berners-Lee creates his What's New?

page, arguably the first weblog

Peter Merholz coins the term "blog"

Rusty Foster creates kuro5hin, a 

weblog where users vote for what 

goes to the front page

Shawn Fanning creates Napster

Pyra Labs' Blogger launches

DeviantArt, Faceparty, IRC-Galleria, MiGente.com, The Student Center

MiGente launched as a community site

OhmyNews launches

OhMyNews launches on Oh Yeon Ho on February 22, 2000

Kazaa created

RSS 1.0 specification

MiGente launched as a community site

MIT, Sociable Media Group is launched

Cyworld Sites, DeadJournal, Frühstückstreff, Passado, Ryze

Robert D. Putnam publishes Bowling Alone:

The Collapse and Revival of American 

Community

 Larry Sanger and Jimmy Wales create Wikipedia

Movable Type initial beta release

SPECTRE, the unmoderated mailing 

list for media art and culture in 

Deep Europe launches

The mailing list of The Association of Internet Researchers launches

Blurty, Friendster, iWiW, Last.FM, Meetup.com, MyGamma, 

Nexopia, Opinity, Reunion.com

Empyre list launched by Melinda Rackham 

The term folksonomy was coined (the term is generally attributed 

to Thomas Vander Wal who created it to describe a phenomenon

that had already taken recognizable form).

 Howard Rheingold publishes Smart Mobs

Flickr, founded in Canada

Delicious

Richard Florida publishes the 

controversial The Rise of the Creative Class

Ratemyprofessor.com

Clay Shirky organizes the "Social Software

Summit" 

Socialtext 

SecondLife released

free social bookmarking

website Furl launches

Wikipedia hits 100,000 articles

hundreds of people show 

up at Howard Dean Meetup 

in New York City

LiveJournal hits 

1 million accounts

Friendster passes 

1 million accounts

Skype is released

SubEthaEdit was first released 2003. 

Deanspace launches

Gaia Online, GreatestJournal, Hi5 Networks, 

LinkedIn, LinkUp Central, MySpace, Neurona, openBC, 

Stardoll.com, True.com, WAYN

PbWiki launched

JudysBook, Mixi, MSN Spaces, Multiply, Omidyar 

Network, Draugiem.lv, Facebook, Flickr, Grono.net, 

Hyves, Insider Pages
aSmallWorld, Bolt, Care2, Catster, Digg, Dogster, 

DowneLink, OkCupid, Orkut, Piczo, Sconex, 

Tagged, Vampire Freaks 

Furtherfield.org launches

Eurekster is referred to as 

personalized social search,

signaling the emergence 

of social search

LimeWire relased

Tiziana Terranova publishes Network Culture:

Politics for the Information Age

Christopher Allen posts Life With Alacrity: 

Tracing the Evolution of Social Software.

Bebo, Connect.ee, 

FarmersOnly.com, Gather,

TagWorld, Xuqa, Yahoo! 360°

Diigo (private beta) launches

43Things, 43Places,

43People, Babbello,
GolfBuzz, Jookster.com, 

Miaplaza, myYearbook,

ProfileHeaven, Rediff Connexions, 

SchoolParentNet, Studybreakers

GoogleVideo

YouTube

Blip.tv

GoFish

h2o launches

Tim O'Reilly writes and posts 

his article "What Is Web 2.0?"

Jeremy Zawodny refers to

Yahoo! MyWeb as 'social search'

Newsvine

Kelly, Kevin publishes We Are the Web in "Wired"

Katrina People Finder Project 

Ning, launched in October 2005, 

is an online platform for creating 

social websites and social networks.

Gusto.com, Joga.com, 

Lazona.com, Listography, 

Chris Anderson publishes The Long Tail

Christianvibes.com, claimID, 

DWC Faces, Famoodle.com, 

NHLConnect 

Stylefeeder, TakingITGlobal,

Thefamilylog.com, HotSoup, 

Platial, RealMentalHealth.com, 

Shareweddings.com, Sisterwoman.com,

AIM Pages, BibleLounge.com, 

Campusbug, CarSpace, 

MOBANGO, MOG, 

MyNetSpot.org, PetBoogaloo.com,

DOPA legislation introduced 

Broadcaster

Jay Rosen posts "PressThink: The People 

Formerly Known as the Audience." 

Claire Bishop edits the book Participation

Yochai  Benkler publishes 

The Wealth of Networks

Bringsome

(SNS/RL)

kaneva

cellfish

thoof

Frappr

Nimbuzz

Douban

Daily Strength

Bakespace

Chozu

Pownce


